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2 Kings 3-4 
 

 

The War with Moab 

Joram, Ahabs next son, is now king over Israel after the death of his older brother.  He is a 

little less evil than his father and mother but he still has not turned his heart to God.  In this 

time of political transition and weakness, the king of Moab decides that it is his big chance 

to rebel and throw off the economic weight of Israel’s rule.  They were a herding society so 

they had to pay in lambs and wool at a very high rate each year.  Mesha (Savior) had been 

expanding his political control to the north of Moab and now he is ready to declare his 

independence.  Joram calls upon Jehoshaphat to support him in quelling this rebellion and 

he agrees to help.  Because of Moab’s strength in the north, they chose to attack from the 

south making an alliance with Judah and Edom (a vassal state to Judah) essential.  They 

begin their desert advance but run out of water before they even reach the enemy after 

skirting around the southern end of the Dead Sea.  Jehoshaphat asks the king of Israel if 

there is a true prophet of the LORD of whom they may inquire.  Joram says that the have 

Elisha, the one who used to be a disciple of Elijah.  (to pour water on the hands is a job of 

the servant of a person) 

 

Elisha is resistant and ask Joram why don’t you consult the prophets of your mother and 

father (Baal) since you have forsaken the LORD as the nation’s God.  But the king believed 

that it was the LORD that brought them out into the desert to be defeated so HE needed to 

be appeased.  Elisha agrees to seek direction from the LORD only because Jehoshaphat is 

a Godly king, not Joram.  He calls for a harpist and seeks the word of the Lord through 

meditation and the LORD responded.  There are three parts to the prophesy 1. God will 

provide water 2. The Moabites will be defeated militarily 3. The economy of Moab will be 

ruined.  The next morning water began flowing into the dry valley they were in and filled all 

of the low places so that the animals and soldiers could drink.  Next the Moabites gather 

their resistance to the attack and they look into the valley and see the water and think that 

it is pools of blood and that the three-army coalition had begun to fight with each other and 

were now weak and in disarray.  So they attacked the camp where the Israelite forces were 

strong and Israel defeated Moab. They engaged in destroying the agricultural infrastructure 

of the Moabites and then penned them up in the only remaining city stronghold.  Mesha, 

the Moabite king sacrificed a young man on the walls of the city and this caused a great 

“fury” to break out among the Israelites and they retreated and did not crush the Moabites 

and force them to pay tribute once again.  In this story God miraculously grants victory for 

his faithful king of Judah and demonstrates to all of Israel his power and sovereignty but he 

also punishes them by making the whole expedition fail in its original objective.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Widow’s Olive Oil 

The widowed wife of a prophet came to Elisha (the lead prophet) and asked for help 

because her boys were going to be taken as slaves for her husband’s debts.  Elisha asked 

what she had – she said only a small jar of olive oil.  Ask your neighbors for empty jars.  

This required faith and community – it also caused others to know about the truth of what 

God was about to do.  She is instructed to fill the empty jars with the small jar of oil until the 

jars run out.  Then she can sell the oil to provide for her family and pay her debts.  Meditate 

on this story and think of all of the applications in regard to God’s provision in our life. 

 

The Raising of the Shunammite Woman’s Son 

This is a beautiful story of the compassion of God and his faithfulness to those who are 

devoted to him.  This woman who has no children provides a room for Elisha and cares for 

his needs.  As a result Elisha asks how he can help her.  Gehazi finds out that her desire is 

to have a child but she has given up hope.  Elisha calls her and tells her that she will 

conceive and bear a son.  She says, “Don’t get my hopes up, just to be disappointed.”  But 

she has the child and one day he suddenly falls ill and dies.  She laid him on the prophet’s 

bed and closed the door on him and went to find Elisha at Mount Carmel.  She said to the 

servant that everything was alright, but then held onto the legs of Elisha and began to 

weep.  She told him what had happened and they traveled back to Shunem.  Gehazi went 

ahead and laid the staff of the prophet on the boy but he did not rise up.  So when Elisha 

arrived, he laid on the boy face to face until the life returned to the child.  Notice the 

parallels with the stories in the New Testament of the raising of Jairus’ daughter and the 

raising of Dorcas in Acts 

 

Feeding Miracles 

The first miracle has to do with poisoned food that was in the pot during a famine when the 

prophets of God needed to eat.  Elisha put some flour into the stew and it became safe to 

eat.   

 

The final miracle is the precedent for the feeding of the 5,000 that Jesus did in Galilee.  

Here Elisha takes 20 loaves of barley bread and multiplies them to feed 100 men.  And they 

had bread left over.  These details are so close to the Gospel story that they were a clear 

confirmation of the Authority of Jesus to his Jewish audience.   

 


