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1 Kings 22 
 
 
The conclusion of the Reign of Ahab 
 
After the events of the war between Ben-Hadad and Ahab there was no hostility 
between Israel and Aram for three years.  Jehoshaphat, a righteous king from the 
southern kingdom of Judah, approaches Ahab attempting to establish peaceful 
relations.  Ahab asks him to support him in the recapture of Ramoth Gilead from the 
Arameans.  This is Israelite territory on the east side of the Jordan River that Aram 
continued to control.  Jehoshaphat agreed to help but he told Ahab to first seek 
counsel of the Lord.  Ahab brings together 400 prophets – probably a mix of pagan 
and God-worshippers.  This shows the level of mixing of the religion in Israel.  They all 
agree that the king will be victorious.  Jehoshaphat sees that the prophets are simply 
telling the king what he wants to hear, so he asks for a true prophet of the LORD.  Ahab 
knows of one… Micaiah.  It is not clear why Elijah is not included – probably because 
he has already prophesied the destruction of Ahab’s dynasty.  Ahab hates Micaiah 
because he always says bad things about him.  This whole exchange highlights the 
relationship between the prophets in Israel/Judah with the king as opposed to the rest 
of the world.  Among the pagan nations, the prophets work for the king.  Like the 
prophets of Baal that ate at the king’s table – it was always in their best interest to 
support the king and his agenda or it may mean that they would get cut off financially 
or worse – lose their life. 
 
So the two kings sat in the gates of Samaria as the prophets came to present to them.  
Zedekiah made iron horns and said that Ahab will gore the Arameans.  Sounds good 
but it wasn’t from the Lord.  All the other prophets said the same thing.  Micaiah said to 
the king, “you will be victorious because the Lord will give you the battle.”  But Ahab 
did not believe him.  Finally he explains the vision that he had of the LORD on his 
throne.  Imagine the scene: The two kings are sitting on their thrones in full regal robes 
and the prophet tells of the true KING on his throne in heaven.  The focus is that a 
deceptive spirit will be given to the prophets who will entice Ahab to go out and attack 
Ramoth Gilead.  Ahab had to decide who he would believe… the prophets who are 
telling him what he wants to hear or the prophet of the LORD who is explaining that this 
will lead to Ahab’s death.  He chooses to believe the false prophets but he thought that 
he could use deception to avoid the consequences of the Lord.  Again, he is taking 
man’s way not God’s way.  He should have repented and listened to the prophet.  He 
would regain the territory but it would cost him his life.  He placed Micaiah in prison 
until the battle was over, but he said, “The king will not return from the battle or I am not 
a spokesman for the LORD.  He tells the people to listen – in other words, this is yet 
another sign that God knows the future, that he is truly God and they should follow him 
and listen to his prophets.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ahab killed in Battle (22:29) 
 
On the day of the battle Ahab tells Jehoshaphat that he should dress as the king in his 
robes and that he, Ahab, would disguise himself so the enemy won’t be able to target 
him.  So the Arameans were instructed to only target the king of Israel and not to kill 
any of the other soldiers.  This was a personal vendetta and Aram, apparently does not 
want another war with Israel or to provoke Judah.  The Chariot drivers saw 
Jehoshaphat and began to pursue him but when he cried out they realized that he was 
not Ahab so they called off the pursuit.  But it was at this point that someone fired a 
random arrow and it hit king Ahab in the separation between his plates of armor and 
be bled out on the floor of his chariot.  By sunset it was clear that the king had died 
and the army disbanded and went home.  They brought the kings body back to 
Samaria and parked the chariot by the pool where the prostitutes bathed.  It was there 
that the dogs licked up his blood in accordance with the prophecy of Elijah.   
 
The rest of the chapter serves as a conclusion to the reign of Jehoshaphat of Judah 
and Ahaziah, Ahab’s son and king of Israel.  Jehoshaphat was a righteous king and 
followed in the footsteps of his father Asa, honoring the LORD and purging the idolatry 
from Judah, although not completely.  Ahaziah followed in the footsteps of his father, 
Ahab, and did evil in the eyes of the LORD and led the people of Israel deeper into sin.   
Again, Who are you going to serve?  God or idols?  Which path will you take, God’s 
way or man’s way?  The text leaves us with this question.  A question that each of us 
must answer, really every day of our life.   


