
1st John, A Love Letter              WOW!    FALL SEMESTER 2020 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL WORK AND REFLECTION & SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

Week 2: “IF…..Then…..” Discipleship 

KEY VERSE: 1st John 1:5b “God is light and in Him there is no darkness” 

Pray as you begin your study at home or in your small group (over the phone or other “virtual” gathering 
with a few or even just one WOW sister during these weird days Covid). 

1. For perspective on this lesson, think about a time when you thought to yourself something like this: 
“Wow, if I wasn’t a Christian, I could/would._______________________________. 

2. Read the passage: 1st John 1: 5—2:2  

3. REFER TO YOUR “OIA GUIDE” for help in working through the passage (ahead of time if possible). 

OBSERVATION: Carefully explore “what the text says and how the text says it”:  

• Note how verse 5 in 1st John 1 connects to the first four verses of the letter. 

• Make a list of all the words and phrases repeated in today’s passage (1:5—2:2)  

o Take special note of the sentences that contain “If…” 

o Note the sequence, the order of these “If…” sentences 

o And note which “If…” sentences deal with something positive or something negative 

• Connect the list of “If…” sentences with the list of contradictions or consequences that John points 

to as the outcome (good or bad?) for each “If…” sentence. 

• Note the contrast between the consequence in v. 6 and v. 10 that John indicates with a similar word 

• Note the change in pronoun for the writer between v. 1:4 and v. 2:1  

• What term does John use when he directly addresses his intended readers in 2:1?  Highlight this 

address because John will us this or a similar address ten times in this letter! 

• Note the word “fellowship” in verses 6 & 7 in the first chapter. Whom is this “fellowship” with? 

• Note the contrasting words in 1:8 and 2:1  

“THEN & THERE” INTERPRETATION: Consider the following for understanding John’s ministry 
to his congregations in the 1st century: Consider the following 

• How does John’s summary “God is light and in him there is no darkness”, connect to the contrasts 
of the “If…” sections of the study passage? 
 

• What does the repetition and contrast of “light” and “darkness” underscore in 1 John 1:5—7 ? 

o If you have time, read John 1:1—5 (Gospel account of John) and note a similar theme and 
contrast.  

• Note the verses that focus on the person and work of Jesus, the Son of God (1:7 and 2:1. What are 
John’s major points he wants his readers to understand in these verses? 
 

• Overall in this passage, what do you think the problems are in the congregations John is writing to? 

 



• Note the order of “fellowship” in v. 6 and then v. 7  Why might this “order” be important to John’s 
late 1st century audience he is addressing? 
 

• How does John’s stated intention for writing in 2:1 connect to the warning in 1:8? 

 

• The contrast between “we lie” (v.1:6) and “we make Him a liar” (v.1:10) is very stark, like a “line in 
the sand! How do you think John’s first audience may have felt or thought when this letter was read 
aloud to the congregation? 

“HERE AND NOW” APPLICATION: Remember to be specific, think about a good way to be 
accountable as a means of grace and obedient as a way of participating in the “word of God”.  

• Without casting stones, betraying confidences, or getting political: how have you seen evidence 
today of Christians/congregations failing to “walk the talk” like John focuses on in 1:6? 
 

• Without casting stones, betraying confidences, or getting political: how have you seen evidence 
today of Christians/congregations walking/living “in the light”? 
 

• How might having a prayer partner or a mature believing Christian friend help you “walk the talk” 
and live/walk “in the light”? What other things have you found helpful to lower the bar of hypocrisy 
in your life or the body-life of your congregation? 
 

• Noting again how the reality of sin still in a believer’s life is a central concern for John in this week’s 
passage, verse 9 highlights the importance of confession.  Does your service of worship in your 
congregation include a time for the corporate confession of sin?  As well as a time for silent, 
personal confession?  Confession of sin as a part of worship is an ancient tradition, why might “the 
confession of sin” in worship be dropped in many services of worship today? 
 

• The importance of acknowledging and confessing sin is this passage leads to the person and work of 
Jesus Christ (v. 1: 7, 8 and 2:1—2).  Think about and discuss how this connection is of central 
importance for the witness Christians and congregations bear in the world of today.  

 

5. END IN PRAYER remembering that 1st John is a “love letter” from the heart of God through John, a 
beloved disciple of Jesus to recall and clarify the person and teachings of Jesus, and to encourage, correct 
and guard the community of believers who have been exposed to false teachings contrary to the incarnate 
Son of God revealed in Jesus of Nazareth.  


